The United DSEA Locals of Red Clay
4135 Ogletown Road, Suite 100, Newark, DE 19713-4180     Phone 302-366-8440
___________________________________

April 26, 2010

Dear NEA Colleagues residing in the Red Clay School District:
As educators, you know the importance of having school board members whose participation we value and whose judgment we trust. Here in Red Clay, we have worked long and hard to bring about essential changes in the composition and direction of our school board. Two years ago, we helped elect Ken Woods and Lee Davis. Last year we helped elect Kim Williams and Eric Randolph. These four members have been excellent additions to the school board. This year, we need your help again.
District residents will have an opportunity on May 11th to elect two school board members who, once elected, will help continue change in our district’s leadership for the better. Last week, the Rep Council of the Red Clay Education Association voted unanimously to recommend to our members CATHERINE THOMPSON for election and MARTIN WILSON for re-election to the Red Clay School Board.
New members to the school board have already helped bring about change that has moved us out from under the cloud created by the 2006 bankruptcy of the district. At that time, our school district experienced severe financial difficulties created through mismanagement, compounded by poor oversight from our school board.  An investigation in 2007 by the Department of Education’s Financial Review Team produced 20 serious violations warranting correction. A second report from the State Auditor documented further abuses.  
We believe that CATHERINE THOMPSON AND MARTIN WILSON are both prepared to continue the work to restore and maintain the public’s trust in our school board and our school district. Catherine regularly attends school board meetings and is an advocate of local community public schools. She has volunteered in our schools and understands the excellent programs and staff that we have in Red Clay.  In the interview session, Catherine shared a broad understanding of what is important to students, parents and staff in Red Clay. She will add a strong and thoughtful voice to the board.  She has already taken the time to meet principals and tour several of our schools. Catherine’s daughter and son attended Red Clay K-12 schools - her daughter graduated last year from A.I. du Pont High School. Her son is currently a freshman at Charter School of Wilmington.    

Martin has served faithfully on the school board since 1999. Martin’s four children attended Red Clay K-12 schools. He clearly understands the needs and difficulties faced by too many of the students in our schools. In our interview, Martin renewed his commitment to our schools where too often both students and teachers have had to try to make up the difference and overcome too many disadvantages without all of the necessary resources. 

Without reservation, the leadership teams of the Red Clay Education Association, the Red Clay Paraprofessionals Association and the Red Clay Food Service Workers Association encourage you to support these two candidates with your vote on Tuesday, May 11th.  If you work in Red Clay, please check with your Association Reps for ways that we can all support the candidates prior to Election Day. Thank you.   
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